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stand as a guide alerting us to how thor-
oughly the Gandhi propagandists and others
have succeeded in deceiving us.

——————

TRIBUTE TO THE CLINTON EX-
CHANGE CLUB ON THE OCCASION
OF ITS 60TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 9, 2007

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to the Clinton Exchange
Club on the occasion of its 60th anniversary
and to thank its members for the extraordinary
contributions they have made to the greater
Clinton community throughout the club’s distin-
guished history. Exchange Clubs all across
America are widely known for their efforts to
prevent child abuse and nurture our nation’s
young people, however nowhere has the
noble mission of this great service organiza-
tion been more fully embraced by its member-
ship than the Clinton Exchange Club.

As a regular participant in the Memorial Day
Exercises in the Town of Clinton, | have
proudly marched behind the Exchange Club
as they distribute American flags to the chil-
dren lining the parade route. This public dis-
play of patriotism is an invaluable lesson for
our young people to learn and | am grateful to
the Clinton Exchange Club for making it an in-
dispensable part of the town’s Memorial Day
tradition. The Clinton Exchange Club is a
source of civic education, encouragement and
support for the community’s youth that ex-
tends far beyond one holiday a year. Through
the sponsorship of local sports teams, the
Freedom Shrine, the youth of the month rec-
ognition program and the numerous scholar-
ships it awards, the Clinton Exchange Club is
a positive force in nearly all facets of a child’s
development. A large number of Clinton’s
youth have responded to the example the Ex-
change Club has given them by establishing
their own affiliated service organization at Clin-
ton High School known as the Excel Club. The
close collaboration between the Exchange
Club and the Excel Club has ensured that
service to others will endure as the hallmark of
this tight-knit community for generations to
come.

Madam Speaker, the Town of Clinton enjoys
a well-deserved reputation as one of the most
compassionate communities in the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts. That is due in large
part to the innumerable good deeds the Clin-
ton Exchange Club has performed over these
last sixty years. The greatest tribute | can pay
them as they celebrate this important mile-
stone is to humbly ask that they rededicate
themselves to the club’s mission and continue
to better the lives of their neighbors and fellow
citizens. This nation owes the Clinton Ex-
change Club a debt of gratitude for their leg-
acy of service and the United States Congress
congratulates them on this wonderful occa-
sion.
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IN MEMORY OF W.E. AYERS

HON. MIKE ROSS

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 9, 2007

Mr. ROSS. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the memory of W.E. Ayers, who passed
away December 8, 2006, in Pine Bluff, Arkan-
sas, at the age of 76.

W.E. Ayers was a pillar of the city of Pine
Bluff and the state of Arkansas for decades.
Ayers was the former Chairman and CEO of
Simmons First National Corporation of Pine
Bluff. He joined the organization in 1957 and
became Senior Vice President in 1969. Mr.
Ayers was then named President of the Bank
in 1985 and named Chairman of the Board the
following year.

A graduate of Louisiana State University,
W.E. Ayers also received an honorary doc-
torate degree from the University of Arkansas
at Pine Bluff and Southeast Arkansas College.

W.E. Ayers was an active member of Lake-
side United Methodist Church where he
served as a former trustee and Sunday School
teacher. He was a past President of the Ar-
kansas Bankers Association as well as a
member of the Kiwanis Club, Pine Bluff Cham-
ber of Commerce, Arkansas Arts Council and
the Arkansas School for Mathematics and
Science Foundation.

My deepest condolences go to his wife,
Diane Ayers; son and daughter-in-law, Tim
and Leigh Ayers of Atlanta, GA; daughter
Cathy Zimmerman of Boulder, CO; and to his
5 grandchildren. W.E. Ayers will be greatly
missed in Pine Bluff and throughout the state
of Arkansas.

——————

HONORING GARY LOUIS SIMPSON
OF NAPA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 9, 2007

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize the long
and successful career of Mr. Gary Louis Simp-
son, the Sheriff-Coroner of Napa County, Cali-
fornia. On December 28th Mr. Simpson will
stand down after 20 years and 5 terms as the
elected Sheriff of Napa County. During his
tenure, the Sheriff's Department has devel-
oped and expanded numerous programs to
extend the involvement of the department with
other law enforcement agencies and county
departments. He leaves behind a techno-
logically sophisticated and well-trained depart-
ment prepared to continue the work he has
advanced for many years.

Mr. Simpson was born in Missouri, but
moved to California at an early age, and grew
up in Oakland. He attended Pacific Union Col-
lege and graduated with a B.A. in Social
Sciences in 1965. Mr. Simpson served in the
United States Army from 1966-1969 and left
at the rank of 1st Lieutenant before joining the
Napa Police Department that same year. In
1983 he was promoted to Lieutenant in the
Police Department. In 1986 he ran for the of-
fice of Sheriff, and was elected the 25th Sher-
iff of Napa County.

As Sheriff, Mr. Simpson expanded the work
of the Sheriffs department beyond the strict.
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confines of law enforcement and into the com-
munities of the Napa Valley. Through a variety
of programs like DARE and the Sheriffs Activ-
ity League, Mr. Simpson has reached out to
the youth of the Napa Valley and helped de-
velop a safe and healthy place for children to
grow. He has created an innovative program,
the Sheriff Citizens Academy, which is con-
ceived to allow people living and working in
the Napa Valley to better understand the work
of the Sheriffs Department. Additionally, this
important program has begun the process of
building bridges between members of the
community and law enforcement.

Madam Speaker, it is appropriate at this
time that we recognize Mr. Gary Louis Simp-
son on his retirement after 20 years as the
Sheriff of Napa County. He has been instru-
mental in developing the resources and capa-
bilities of law enforcement in Napa County. He
will enjoy retirement in the company of his
wife Veronica, their children, and their two
granddaughters.

CONGRATULATING ARTRAIN USA

ON RECEIVING THE 2006 NA-
TIONAL AWARD FOR MUSEUM
AND LIBRARY SERVICES

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 9, 2007

Mr. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Artrain USA on being a recipi-
ent of the 2006 National Award for Museum
and Library Services, a prestigious award pre-
sented to a select few libraries and museums
for outstanding public service.

The National Award for Museum and Library
Services is the nation’s highest honor for mu-
seums and libraries. Artrain USA was one of
three museums selected by the Institute for
Museum and Library Sciences to receive this
high honor. Three libraries were also selected
to be honored.

Located in Ann Arbor, Michigan, Artrain
USA’s unique concept of a traveling museum
has visited hundreds of communities, enrich-
ing the lives of over 3.2 million people. Many
of these communities are rural or underserved
and did not have access to this type of world-
class art exhibits and educational opportuni-
ties. By bringing the art to the communities on
vintage railroad cars, Artrain USA provides
these communities with a wonderful oppor-
tunity for cultural growth and education. This is
an indispensable public service and | am es-
pecially proud to say that Artrain USA hails
from Michigan’s 15th Congressional District,
which | represent in the House of Representa-
tives.

| would particularly like to congratulate
Debra Polich, President & CEO of Artrain
USA, for her tireless work and dedication to
making Artrain USA a national presence.
Madam Speaker, | ask that you and all of my
colleagues join me in congratulating Deb and
the rest of the Artrain USA team on winning
this esteemed award and in sending our best
wishes for success in the future.
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